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This handout is organized to aid the reader’s ability to quickly reference course policies and lesson notes.  The Civil Engineering Practices - Field Engineering course (CE 351) is comprised of two separate but related phases: Operation Civil Engineering Air Force (OPS CEAF) and the Field Engineering and Readiness Lab (FERL).  Chapter 1 provides a general overview of the course.  Chapter 2 describes the OPS CEAF program and Chapter 3 provides specific information about FERL.  Chapter 4 contains the Safety Plan.

The appendices following Chapter 4 provide specific information about each construction-related activity occurring during the FERL portion of the course.  Before participating in any of the FERL activities, read the information contained in the related Appendix.  Being prepared for the activity, both physically and mentally will improve your overall experience.  

Acknowledgments

The “Civil Engineering Practices - Field Engineering” course is well recognized as a model for applied learning.  The Faculty and Staff of the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering at the U.S. Air Force Academy have devoted countless hours to make this program a terrific success.  Special thanks are extended to each member of the department.
In particular, I would personally like to thank the Activity Leaders who went above and beyond the call of duty in redeveloping their activities this year.  Their renewed commitment helped shape a new era in the FERL program, now in its eleventh year, which will carry our successes forward in the next decade.
First and foremost, the Activity Leaders assisted me in reworking the schedule to eliminate the traditional classes on Saturdays.  From students to faculty and mentors, I’m certain all will appreciate this effort!

Next, the Activity Leaders took a close look at their activities with an emphasis on creating new “construct-first” objectives that support DFCE’s overall curriculum.  This overhauling of activities will continue for years to come as each Activity Leader provided a standardized continuity binder for future successors with a plan for continuous improvement of their activities.  Although the students may not appreciate it, the Activity Leaders also developed new tools to assess individual learning which has proved very valuable in improving our grading structure for the course.

Lastly, the Activity Leaders implemented Operational Risk Management in their activities by developing individual risk mitigation measures.  Given the specific attention to detail and dedication that I’ve witnessed over the past six months, I have no doubts that this will be the safest FERL ever!  

Please join me applauding the efforts of these fine faculty members.  Enjoy the course!
DONALD R. OHLEMACHER, Captain, USAF






Course Director, CE 351
	Appendices.....Page 1



